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“Some of the nods were subtle, as he acknowledged that manufacturing
job losses stemmed from automation advances rather than off-shoring,”
Waddell said. “He also seemed to borrow language from Republicans
around trying to equalize opportunities rather than outcomes.

“My favorite moment in the speech was when he acknowledged that the
discretionary slice of the budget generates a lot of discussion and promises
but only accounts for

about 12 percent. He seems willing to investigate entitlement reforms
thanks to the Simpson-Bowles results. He talked about reorganizing
government to remove bureaucratic redundancies — Here, Here!”

For the moment, Waddell added, there’s now a window open for
bipartisan work to get done. Duncan Williams, president of Duncan-
Williams Inc., sees it too.

“As for what I would love to see out of Washington, it’s for both
Democrats and Republicans to quit worrying about the next election and
actually do what is best for the country,” Williams said.
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